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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT ON NICARAGUA 

1 . SOMOZA FAMILY NEWSPAPER, NOVEDADES, PUBLISHED ON MARCH 24 TRANS- 
LATION OF DEPT'S HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT ON NICARAGUA. IT WAS GIVEN 
HEADLINE TREATMENT QUOTE STATE DEPT INFORMSON HUMAN RIGHTS IN NICA- 
RAGUA UNQUOTE AND WAS NOT ACCOMPANIED BY ANY COMMENTARY. TRANSLA- 
TION WAS NOT ACCOMPANIED BY ANY COMMENTARY. TRANSLATION IS GENERALLY 
VERBATIM AND ACCURATE. HOWEVER, A FEW MINOR ALTERATIONS TONE DOWN 
OR NEUTRALIZE SOME POINTS. FOR EXAMPLE, WORD COMMUNIST HAS BEEN IN- 
SERTED IN DESCRIPTION OF FSLN, WORD LIMITED HAS BEEN LEFT AS QUAL- 

IFER AMOUNT OF SUPPORT FSLN HAS RECEIVED FROM CUBA, WORD ARBI 
TRARY HAS BEEN LEFT OUT IN DESCRIBING ARRESTS AND DETENTIONS UNDER 
ARTICLE 9, AND WORD VERY HAS BEEN ADDED TO QUALIFY LOW LEVEL HAR 
ASSMENT OF UDEL ORGANIZATIONAL ACTIVITIES. 

2. SOME OTHER CHANGES OCCUR FROM DIFFERENCES IN PUNCTUATION OR TRANS- 
LATION AND ARTICLES 10 AND 1 1 ARE COMBINED. HOWEVER, THESE LATTER 
DISCREPANCIES DO NOT APPEAR TO TONE DOWN IMPACT OF REPORT. THE COM- 
BINED ARTICLES 10 AND 1 1 READ IN TRANSLATION: 

QUOTE FAIR TRIALS INFREQUENTLY (NO CON FREQUENCIA) ARE ACCORDED TO 
THE DETAINEES, PARTICULARLY TO THOSE SUSPECTED OF PARTICIPATION IN 
THE FSLN. THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COURTS MARTIAL AGAINST THE FSLN 
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INDICTEES HAVE NOT BEEN CONSISTENTLY OPEN UNQUOTE. 

3. PUBLICATION AND PROMINENT TREATMENT OF REPORT IS A GREAT SUR- 
PRISE. THE GON PROBABLY DECIDED IT WAS BETTER TO GET IT OUT IN 

OPEN RATHER THAN GIVING PROMINENCE TO CLANDESTINE COPIES WHICH WOULD 
INEVITABLY HAVE CIRCULATED. EMB EXPECTS CRITICAL COMMENTARY TO 
APPEAR SOON. WE WOULD EXPECT CHARACTERIZATION OF HEARINGS FOR FSLN 
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DETAINEES AS NOT ALWAYS FAIR AND THE STATEMENT THAT COURT MARTIAL 
PROCEEDINGS HAVE NOT BEEN CONSISTENTLY OPEN TO BE MOST VULNERABLE 
TO GON ATTACK AS BIASED OR INACCURATE. 

THEBERGE 
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